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DYNATRON, as 4 am quite sure most of you know by now and if you
don't...what you don't know whn't hurt you.,.and that is a lie-
ls a fanzine dedicated to the proposition that the man who in-
vented the martini was a genius. Amonz other thinze, ‘Some of
the other thinzs are Science Fiction, Fantasy, Faandom, and as
soclated subjects. This, lest anyone question, is an amateur
publication. Even so, Xven so enouzh to fit the standards of
Linda Whatsernane,

DYNATRON is edited and published four times
per year, or thereabouts, by Boy Tackett at 915 Green Valley
Road NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107, USofA. DYMATRON is
avallable to yousseyes, yoU...for a mere 35¢ per copy or three
for one Yankee dollar, OR in trade for your fanzine,
' DYNATEON

1s, as always, a Marinated Publication, J

Marinated Press }
A subsidiary of the Puritan Chemical Company.,

Less than three months (I hope) since the last issue but I did
want to zet out one more this year and before the efficient, business-
like U.S. Postal Service raises the rates azain,

Stranze things, yes,
stranze thinzs happen around the Albuguerque SF Society. Dick Patten,
who just made his first sale to an Aussie magazine, also WAYKE d@#4 re-
pairs typewriters, Jack Speer showed up one evening luzzing his typer
under his arm and declaring that it was sick. Dick agreed to fix it.
Now Dick had been sampling the Bucolic Punch for some tinme and was a
wee bit confused. He proceeded to repair Jack's manual typewriter,
Except, of course, Jack's nachine was an electric. Juffus now has the
only manually operated electric typewriter in faandom.

The menanzerie around 915 continues to expand. A new kitten has
Joined Chani and Raisin in the cat department. Diana was at work one
evening when a younz man walked up, put the kitten on the desk, said
"I';m travelling and can't take care of this" and walked out. Diana
says the atmosphere around the motel pifeled™upi: i¥es , sdri - we do Wave
your reservation and with your room tonight you set = free cat." "Con-
gratulations, sir, you are the 50th person to check in tonizht ana you
win a free cat." Unfortunately nobody wanted the cat. So the new kit-
tén, appropriately named "Holiday" seens to have joined us here.

And
in the dox department there is Suncet, a red Doberman, who is in as
Trojan's replacenent, Sonedny I nay run three or four bazes of Terri-
fyinz Trojan Tales, Sunset is a femtale who shouldn't get quite as
larze as the Troj was and who is learning nmanners., "Teach pour puppy
to be friendly with people," the trainer says. "I don’t want ny puppy
to be friendly," I says. ¥
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Writing ian the first issue of ¥NCR™S,; ~ new fonzing fron lMinneapo-
15y 6w B T Hel:a t déelares bhat gl fantioh. i.d diwvided, rouzhly, into. two
parts. These two divisions, Helst says, are "fanzine fandom" and "con
fandomn." He zoes on to outline what he sees as the differcences between
the two groups,.

Fanzine fans, he says, like to do creative Wt . GO~
municate rore confortably at a distance and are physically isolated,
They tend to enter fandon as teenazers while still at home and in hish-
gchool are are FIAWOL types.

Con fans, on the other hand, prefer frce-
to-face communication, enter fandom in their 208, have »Drobably finished
college, are rore socially integrated and tend to be FIJAGH types,

Holst
adnits that no one fits the labels perfectly and that there is nuch
overlap between his two categories but maintains that the two groups
are dlstinct and there is little understanding between them,

¥ This par-
tlcular division of fandom is not new, of course. It was probably first
arsued at NYCON 1 and has been zoing on internittently ever since, Over
the years the distinction blurred as conventions proliferated, more
fans found the wherewithall to attend and so-called "con fans" became
nore attentive to fanzines, :

The classic case could be the Flves',
Gnomes' and Little Men's Science Fiction, Chowder and Marching Society
in its earliest incarnation. The Little len started out as a discus-
slon group centered around the University of California at Berkeley
with little interest in either conventions or fanzines. In the late
19408 a few members attended one of the early West Coast conferences and
calle back to the Bay Area wildly enthusiastic about cons, A few fan-
zines were 1introduced at the teetinms and the club pronptly produced
RHODOMAGNETIC DIGEST, one of the better efforts in the lonz history of
fanzines,
So fanzine fans? Con fans? I don'tireally think so,

If fan-
dorm can be divided into two catezories at the present tine - and I agrec
that it can - it gprlits between those who are literate and those who are
seni-literate,

The first Zroup conmes to fandon nostly, I suppose, by
what nizht be called the conventional way., The read scicnce fiction
books and magazines and somewhere alonz the line discover a club or a
convention or a fanzine, Their interests lie in the sciences or in
literature, They are keen on ideas and new developments and have active
lnaginations., At conventions you will find then Dayinz close attention
to the prozram and at quiet room varties where the discussion gets heavy
and involved, There are no age distinctions and the SRglls Of e,y Eoiein-
ager involved in g lively conversation with an aged graybeard is no
A=A

The second group Sprinzs from the comic books and the "nmedia".
Thelr -interests lie Prinarily in pop culture: records, television, filns,
etc. At conventions you will find then thronzing the all-night novies
qnd owowing at the funny aninals in the art show. Generally they are
in their 20s or early 30s and tend to exclude those outside their aze
group.

There are superficial similarities in dress and adtrnoent and
both groups will be loaded with college students and grodustes, The lit-
erate group will have Dajored in the sciances, engineering, llterature
and other demanding subjecis. hs sell-literates will have najored in
such nickey nouse subjects as university studies, dranatics, television,
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and the like,

The fizst .groupy definitzly in the ninority these days,
2ight (although nos necessarily) be labeled "fanzine fans" because they
do indulge in vast anounts of written ccanunicatiocn, nct only in fan-
zines but in lengthy personal letters. The second group nizht be
called "con fans" because they prefer face-to-face comnmunication pri-
Darily, one assunes, because writing is beyond their ability.

All of which leads to the subject of conventions. You will re-
call ny nmention last issue of "Science Fiction Services" and their
Plansfor SF ZXPO 76, I expressed ny reservations about their inten-
tiong, In reply to a letter "Science Fiction Services" assured ne that
they were on the level and more information would be forthcoring,

Jackie Franke, whose intercst in these things is greater than nine,
reported in DILEMMA 9, that she ranzg up "Science Fiction Services" and
asked for details. She was informed that the group is, By -aid o nien
a2 bunch of professional proncters who intend to put on a "Trade-Show-
cun-Three-Ring-Circus"” in New York next year with vast numbers of pro-
fessional writers (paid for their services), business displays, et
r cetera, et cetera, et cetera, They hopz to brinz in at least 10,000
attendees at, roushly, 320 per head. Uh~huh. That, old chuas, is big
business,

And nmaybe that's the answer to the worldcon problen as well
as the problens of overflowing regionals. Let's let the promoters take
over the circus aspects of the conventions and get the cons thenselves
back to what they were intended to be,

Science fiction conventions were
orizinally desizned as Deetings where people who were interested in the.
field coula 2et togzether to discuss the various aspects of stf and so-
cialize with those of sinilar interests., Over the years, as the size
of the con has grown, the idea that it has to be an entertainnent has
also zrown, that we've got to have shows and belly dancers and People
in funny hats telling funny stories, and movies for the nobs, ans sone-
thing for every fringc group that wanders in proclaining "ve are vaans,
I CIhee"

Here, then, is a &olden opportunity for tho werlcdecon comnittee
to zet the worldcon back under control, There is no way that a fannish
connittee is zoing to be able To conpete with the Professional prono-
ters so let then have the circus. The worldcon committec can say, we
are having a SF convention, We are 8oing to discuss science fiction.
We are zoinz to discuss fantasy. e are not 70ing to have any shows,
We are not Zoing to have all night novies, If you want to be enter-
tained, go to the €XpPo., We are not 30oing to entertain you. We are not
Gofh= "to . seli. Jewelry and arts-and-crafts,

And if attendance drops off
and the nobs 10) elsewhere...who, really, will riss them?

Quotations fron the ancient Chinese book of accuiulating randon thought:

If T could live ten thousand years, I wWombal ‘sEidl - he stupid.,

Men are not offended by a little extra. courtesy,

A house cat should telk snall when addressing a tiger.,

In Thistle Wadi there are dianonds a5 biz os pomegranates but iEdeladmiist
want any because T had just eaten,

A gentle lion is Dore danzerous than a bold hare.

I think that People should travsai 21l the time because then they can
avoid each other with greateir case.
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CLIFFORD R. WI¥ND, late of Seattle, is curreintly residing in Box
196, Dalwallinu, W.4. 6609, Australia, where he isc atteapting to teach
the Australians to speak Enzlish or sonmething equally ridiculous. He
is, he says, pininz for fanzines. Send hin sone.

And Peter Dillinghainn,
who declares that he is the poetry editor of CTHULEU CALLS, says that
Nagazine is running a science fiction poetry contest. First pPrize is
550, second prizec is %25 and poems will be published in the April 1976
Tssue fof - CTHULHUL CAT IS » - Deddibific siseil January 1976 which nay even be
after you read this, "Poets are cautioned that naterinl subnitted nust
be suitable for junior high school as well as adult audiences,"

Wunner-
ful. Now's your chance to unload all that crap on CTHULHU CALLS in-
stead of sending it to me., Send it to Peter DM Pnehan, . 2272 South
Bannock, Denver, Colorado 80223,

) 4 X
B800KS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS DBY)0OKS BOOKS BOO0OKS
There scens to be no ecnd of then.
Which is sonething to be thankful for.

THE MOTE IN GOD'S EYE by Larry Niven and Jerry Pourhelle has been is-
sued 1n paperback by FPocket Books (#80107, %1.95). If Ol difdn =t iget
the hardcover be surc to pick up the paperback. Good yarn.

THE PORTALS by Edward Andrew Mann (Sinon & Schuster, 1974, $6.95, 252pp)

It is always a pleasant surprise to stumble acrossg a story such as
ChE Eemle - T thesc sophisticated days of nmodern technology and high-
leve hi-jinks a "novel of suspensc" usually turns out to be a spy story
cr a tale of a convoluted plot to take over the nation, the world, cor,
Perhaps, Hizhmore, South Dakota,

THE PORTALS, however, is fantasy in
the classic nanner complete with an ancient book of forbidden knowledze,
denons, astral projection, Psionics, Eagyptian nysteriecs, references to
the Necononicon, and all the rect,

The”Baron de Chantille bought this
anclent book written in no known language from an Arab in.an out-cf-the
way corner of Syria and later died horribly., (What have I been telling
you for years about those Syrians?) Cary Ralston, a Los nzeles law-
yer doz, acquires the book from the Bzron's estate and all sorts of
beople 30 mnad or die horribly before its seérets gare unloeked.

. Sort:of
a fun book and would have been riore so if Mann was a better writer.

ARRIE by Stephen King (Deubleday, 1974).

Stephen King's official bookjacket portrait reminds nme of a young
Bob Silverberz (and hello to you, Azberg. Welcome to the elder zene-
ration). This is his first novel and, while flawed, it is worth read-
ing. Carrie is an ugly duckling type schoolzirl in a small Maine town
who discovers she is telekinetic and, in an orgy of revenge, wastes
the town. King shows a lot of pronisc and the nane should be renenbered.
I think he's going to be quite good with a bit more experience, He had
to stretch things a bit in a couple of place tc nake Hs point and the
"epilog" could have been elininated. The business about (arrie not
8tarting her nenstrual cycle until she is 17 is essentiii io ihe story,
yes, but rather far fetched. And the epiloz wherein a hilibilly baby
1s shown nursing fron a bottle susbended by notvthing in nidairs...an un-
necessary touch, Still an enjoyabic novel. Reconmcnded,
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I suppese ny favorite story in the vein of CARRIE is Frank Robin-
sen's THE POWER. Fast, taut and a hell of a kicker, If you had The
Power, wouldn't you be tenpted to pPiay God?

TOMORROW MIGHT BE DIFFERENT by Mack Reynolds (Ace, $1.25)

I've usually fizured Reynolds to be one of the better writers in
the field. He's 30t a zood idea in this one: the USSR finally having a
surplus of consuner goods dumps them on the world narket. The effect
1s two-fold, it raises hell with the capitalist econony and provides
credits for the hordes of Soviet tuurists. The solution is to intro-
duce the Soviets to o religion of virtue and noderation. OK. Fine.
Good idea. But Reynolds' writing in this book is so anateurish as to
nake one wonder if he really wrote it or sinply sizned his nane to it.
Terrible.

4
SPACE: 1999 Brenkaway by E. C. Tubb (Pocket Books, #1450)
SPACE: 1999 Moon Odyssey by John Rankine (Pocket Books, $1l.50)
IEE ZXPENDABLES Deathworns of Kratos by Richard Avery (Fawcett #le25)
THE EXPENDABLES The Rinms of Tantalus by Richard Avefy (Fawcett $1.25)°
The first two are novelizations of the new television series and
are alnost as niserable as the show itself,

The second two are a new
ferles 1n the "Dirty Dozen" tradition: convicts sent out to do a nis-
slon too dangerous for anyone else, Space opera in the worst of the
Pulp tradition., Woulad you believe a Cuban naned Fidel Batista?

Ah, I
tell you, chums, there's nothing like orizinality.
p Not in these books.
THE BEST OF JOHN COLLIZE (Pccket Books, $1.95)

WelTs ¥oolksss Lf you are not faniliar with the work of John Collier
you are are bloody neo and not fit coapany. The way to remedy that is
to becone faniliar with the work of John Collier who is a better writer
than nost in this,..or any . other.. +Ficlds

And new.ava Little fanfare, naestroses
ILLUMINATUS! The Eve in the Pyranid by Robert Shea and Robert Anton
Wilson (Dell #R68E, 4I.50, 30% pp.)

"It's a dreadfully long nonster of a
book, s+ The authors are utterly inconpetent - no sense of style or struc-
ture at all. It starts out as a detective story, switches to science-
flction, then goes off into the supernatural, and is full of the nost
detalled information of dozens of ghastly boring subjects. And the
tine sequence is all out of order in a very pretentious imitation of
Faulkner and Joyce., Worse yet, 1t has the most raunchy sex scenes,
thrown in just to make it sell, I'n sure, and the authors - whon I've
never heard of - have the suprenie bad taste to introduce real political

g;SBTOS into this nishnash and pretend to be exposing a real conspira-
[ ]

No, thnt'g not ny review. That is the review She and Wilson
3ive thenselves at one point in this wild, wooly and wacky novel. A4And
thelr review is accurate, This is the danndest book I've reacd this
Zoar Ao 150 g5iia delight. Characters wander around, are introduced,
3et lost alonz the lime ang are seeningly never heard fron azain. The
narrator, who starts off uhe book, appears at odd tines as various
characters, Tine, scenes, charatverg switch from page to page, fron
Paragrabh to paragraph or fromn line to Iine in the niddle ofua conver-
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sation. At one point one of the characters comrents that he feels like
a character in a story written by a couple of acid heads and a Martian,

The reviewer quoted abcve says he has no intention of reading the
book but will amerely skim it. Don't meke that mistake. The Eye in the
Pyranid is not a book one can skirn, I did that-the first tine through
and ended up on the last bage nuttering to myself and feeling that I
had nissed somethinz, If you don't pay clese attention it is easy to
nlss everything in this one, My first inpression was that Shea and
Wilson had done a sloppy job (or had dropped the Pages on the way to
the publisher) but closer reading convinced me that Robert and Robert
have pulled off one el 1 364 ok Ja BT o writing; neticulous, careful wri-
ting that has produced a real head-gpinner. (One 1s also convinced
they thorouzhly enjoved themselves in writing this one; did they, for
exanple, produce that whole convoluted theory--and all of those pages--
on the sisznificance of the nunbers 17 and 23 just so they could quote
one paragraph from Heinlein's The Puppet Masters? Lovecraftians will
find a veritable feast of references, )

i Briefly: Saul Goodman, an aging
New York homicide detective 1s called in on a case involving the bomb-
ing of the offices of a sort of left wing magazine called CONFRONTATION,
The editor of the nagazine, joe Malik, is nissing, presumed killed,
Which 1s why homicide is interested, Goodnan and Borney Muldoon, head
of the bomb squad, assune the bonbing to be the work of sore rizht-wing
nut aroup until they find Malik's stronz box and discover he was inves-
tizating the Illuminati, Uh-huh,

' ; At which point the rocket blasts off
for a wild nental ride lnvolvingz more situations and charancters than
one can keep track of without 2 Prograh--and you have to furnish your
OWh progran, Characters? 4 few hizght include Georze Dorn who 1s in
Jall in Mag Dog, Texas put there by Sheriff Jin Cartwrizht and then
Tescued by Mavis and turned over to Haztbard Celine who has a yellcw
Subnarine and visits Atlantis in the conpany of a dolphin nomed Howard,
Did I mention Simon Moon, the latest in a lonz line of anarchists?
Snlling Jim Trepomena, head of the Knights of Christianity United in
Fadthi, o I'11 wiat fom JOUe» s Banann Hose Maldanado., Padre Pecerastia.
Harry Coin, Mao Tsu-Hsl. The 1sland of Fernando Poo., Lee Harvey Os-
wald (41d you ever wonder why he was spiling?). John Dillinger. Clark
Kent and the Supernen, Azent 00005, There renlly isn't roon to list
everything. ind, of course, the Illuninati. 4h,yes.

You do know about
the T1luninati, don't you? They're behind everythinz., A4sk about ther
at your American Opinion Bookstore, They are the bogzey-nen of the John
Birch Society., 4s near as anyone can figure out the latest incarnation
of ﬁhe Illuninati--and their convoluted history--was invénted by the
%ea%ers of the B;rch Soclety because, well, you've got te have somebody
Sgciéiﬁe everything on and what better than a vast consplratorisl seorst
O Lsecording to history the Illuninati (The Ancient Illuninated
veers of Bavaria) was founded by Adan Weilshaput, an ex-Jesuit, on L May
éalgnificant date?) 1776 at Inzolstadt. They proved rather troublesone

o the Bavarian governnent which suppressed the crzanization in 18835,

3 According to "history" the aim of the Illuninati was, and 1is, the
lestruction of established institutions such as church, Drivate proper-
ty)» 2nad the national state, the establishnent of a worla dictatorship
and the trensformation of hunanity., To this end they early mained con-—
trol of the Masonie lodges and interintiona finanecial institutions,
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(Note that on 8 October of this year Francisco Franco declared that the
current troubles in Spaln were due to a left-winz Mesonic plot. He did.)
Conslider some of the things the Illuninati are sald to have dones

They were responsible for the French Revolution and Napoleon,

Both Georze Washington and Thomas Jefferson were Illuninati agents
a8 was Aaron Burr,

They forned a secret alliance with the Prussian General Staff to
work for Gerrtan donination of the world.

They formed a gsroup working out of Oxford to work for FEnzlish
donination of the world.

They started World War I to nake the Russian Revolution possible
and this group of international bankers have financed cormunisn fron
the besinning,

They recruited Hitler in 1923, financed the Nazis and started
World War II,

They are in conplete control of the Anmerican governnent.

Even though their aim is world order they are responsible for all
the disorder around: the anti-war noverzent, race riots, the druz culture,
rock and roll (these latter two are part of the nmovement to transforn
hunanity), and other attenpts to overthrow the Anerican governnent,

Legend traces the Illuminati back to the 01d Man of the Mountains,
Hassan 1 Sabbah, who founded the Assassins in the 11th Century and kept
his gang hopped up on hashish. The ldea was brousht west by the Knights
Tenplar who tried to combine Moslen and Christian thouzht. They were
kicked out of the Church for that (and a penchant for hashish and hono-
sexuality).

i Actually, the legend zoes back to Babylon or Akkad or Sumer
where the organization was founded at the dawn of civilization to keep
the lower classes low. (Christian fundanentalists who believe in the
1lluninati say it all bezan in the Garden of Eden., The first Illunina-
tus was Cain who was the offspring of Eve and the serpent (which ac-
counts, no doubt, for the low esteen in which both woinen and snakes are
held.), Thus what we have is an ages long war between nen and half-
Ren for domination of the Earth.)

Still other sources say that behind
1t all are the Fifth Men who are sitting on their nountain sonewhere in
Asia laughing their heads off at the antles of the apes., (Robert and
Robert seen to have nissed the Fifth Men althouzh they've touched on
all the rest and a nunber I haven't nentioned, Naybe not, they scatter
E i0§ of clues about in the boolk that would seen to point to the Fifth

SN,

Shea and Wilson take the I1luninati all the way back to Atlantis,

The Eye in the Pyranid is, according to the publisher, Paxt I of
a trilogy. The other two volunes, titled The Golden Apple and Leviathan
are said to be fortheoning, Highly recommended. It is a gL ]B)

Hall Eris,

- e w e w
—--——-—-.-———-————--—_———-——————

%Eggég%ONS FROM THE ANCIENT CHINESE JOURNAL OF ACCUMULATING RANDOM
!

I would have had a better tine 1f people had not talked so nuch and
listened to ne,

Sometiges I an quite eager when I awaske in the norning until I realize
1t 1s just another day.
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HA{ Didn't I tell you? When are you going to learn to listen? The
Cctober 4, 1975 issue of SCIENCE NOTES reported that Paleoclimatolo-
glst Cesare Emiliani and a team of seven co-workers from the Universi-
ty of Miami have analyzed core samples from the Gulf of Mexico and
concluded that the last ice sneet underwent a sudden surge southward
in the 10th Millenium B.P., where it quickly melted. The released
water resulted in extensive inland flooding and a raise in sea level,
"The time estimate for the peak of this flooding, 9600 B.C., coincides
almost exactly with Plato's date for the inundation of Atlantis,"
Doesn't that bear out what T postulated in the May issue of DYNATRON?

NEW MEXTCO JONSENSE:

For those of you who keep track of such things I must report that
28 September to 4 October was, by proclamation of the wmayor of Speer
and Vardeman's town, "Scientology Week" in Albugquerque,

The mayor of

Vardeman and Speer's town is named Harry Kinney. Which is strange
because he is Dbald,

The next item should point out to the semi-literate devotees of
Pop culture among the readership--if there are any, which I doubt--
(If I keep writing things like that Mike Glyer i1s liable to descend
on me.,.) the value of a scientific education.

In Los Alamos, Paul

VanderMaat was given a ticket for doing 33 in a 25 MPH zone. He pled
"Not guilty" arguing that an imminent thunderstorm had ionized the
alr thereby rendering inaccurate the police radar. The judge, BRaymond
E. Hunter, agreed and dismissed the case.

_ Both Hunter and VanderMaat
are theoretical physicists at the Los Alamos celentiflic ‘Laboratory.

I want to go back to Donn Brazlers letter in the last issue, Donn
suggested (humorously?) that the day might come when there would be
within the government a Fanzine Registry Bureau to which faneds would
have to apply for a publication number and to which they would have to
Supply copies of their zines and "thelr mailing lists,

' I agreed that
this might well come to be and asked Donn if he would register his
zlne, TITLE, with such a bureau. He sald he probably would ‘and that
he didn't think he had published anything which the government would
find Oobjectionable,

Hmmmm. On the surface, old chums, why should any
of us care whether the government finds objectionable anything we
print? We have the First Amendment, do we not?, which supposedly guar-
antees us the right to publish anything we want to. And besides, I
have alwgys considered that science fiction fandom and fan publishing
were such minor activities that they were beneath the attention of the
bowers that be, .

I am no longer so sure.

I am sure, thoush, that some
of the msil I have recelved from fang overseas has been read by eyes
other than mine before 1t reached my mailbox. The resealing of some of
the envelopes was pretty sloppy. 4nd we know for certain that the
pPhone was tapped last year - that was pretty sloppy, too,

_ IE10 A0 a o Rl I
wouldn't register Dynatron. How about your zine?
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TH® licCRAW TAPTS

LY 1s an FE radio station in Albuquerque which
features somethin~ they call "contemporary music."
Monday throuzh Friday KNYR has a five minute fea-
ture cslled "The Public Affair", taped interviews
with an assortment of people on a variety of sub-
Jectss Tach subject usually runs the full five
days for a totzal ailr time of 25 minutes.

Pat IicCraw
is 2 sometime member of the Albuquerque SF Society,
a teacher who, durint the school year, contaminates
the minds of junior hi~h school students with science
fiction and a part time reporter. She is also the
“reatest swordswoman in 2ll FrAAZZ Albuquerque. ;.

n
Aurust, just prior to Bubonicon 7, Pat sold XINYR
on featurins sclence fiction on "The Public Affair."
She tool her bettery-operated, Japanese made, cas-
ette tape recorder to various places around town,
interviewed a number of local stf buffs, visiting
dele~ates to 3ubonicon and men and/or women in the
street., If the time she spent with me can be used
as an indicator Pat must have collected five or
81x hours worth of material which was later cubiy
chopped, rearran-ed, edited, musical backzround
added, and ended up as five five-minute se~ments
on "The Public Affair,"

The transecription which
follows is taken from my recordiny (on my Japanese
hade casette tape recorder) of the pro<ram as it
was broadcast. Voices ldentified, besides Pat LcCraw,
include Jack Speer, 3ob Vardeman, 3d Bryant, Jeff
Slaten, Suzy MecKee Charnas, and P SlydE BN T T,
Other voices are listed flmply as "han" or "YWoman"
althouth it should be pointed out that they are
not the same "Man" or "iomsn",

One further dis-
claimer. What appeared on the alr bore little re-
lationship to the ori~inal interviews. RT

|
cCraws lMonoliths., Apes. Spinnin~ space stations. Green Cheese, lar-
tlans, Klng Konz, Harlan Fllison. Jules Verne.  What is sclience
rivtlon?

Man: I think Primarily an attempt at rationalizinz scientific data
into the future.

woman: Junk, Some of that stuff is really almost offensive. Really
don't like it at all.

lan: Somethinz that is related to science which is fiction.

Woman: Science fiction is somethinzy that has some base of reality -
that could really happen,

Hany Little ~remlins and bur-eyed monster type thin~s
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rian: A prediction of what the future mizht be.
Bryant: Sclence fiction is bad - universally so., If it's 7o0d it's

—=

called literature. That science fiction that is not %00d retains the
label "science fiction."

Charnas: There is this lesend around that the business of science fic-
tion is o prediction of the future.

licCraw: The answers as to what is science fiction are 2s many and.
varied as the peonle who read and write it. Included on the 1list of
readers are lawyers, doctors, physicists and one writer who is a top
Fovernment official. So far his real name is one of the best kept
secrete-of «tiye Ol

Vardeman: One of the current authors who seems to be able to win any
award he wants at random because he's such a fine writer is James Tip-
tree, Jr, iJo one really knowe what position James Tiptree holds. It's
senerally assumned that he is in the yovernment, possibly in one of the
intelli~ence departments, but no one knows. There's no way of telling
what the reaction would be if it came out that he was, for instance,
in the C.I.A. and wrote science fiction.

MeCraw: Werner von Braun, the man who masterminded the USA Space pro-
Jrall, read science fiction and then went out and did it. Today there
are two types of science fiction. There are stories about man's condi-
tion in the future and there are stories that are technolozy oriented.
Sclence fiction can be about the past or about the future or even

about the present now in an alternate world. Bob Vardeman, a sclence
fiction writer, thinks that even westerns can be set in a science fic-
tion back~zround.,

Vardemsn: This, I think, is the key to science fiction, The "what
B P Sethe sSpringboard for most of the stories. What if time travel
eXisted? Vhat if man could live forever? WWhat if pollution become so
bad that we won't be able to 70 outside without zas masks? What if we
have an atomic war? Or, on the other hand, what if we don't have an
an atomic war? ilhere will we Zo? Scilence fiction is what I point at
end say "That's science fiction,"

licCraw: Since the 1920s, Jack Speer has been involved in readiny
gclence fiction.

Speer: Sclence fiction is a2 part of fontasy fiction. Fantasy fiction
1s any fiection that is not mundane fiction. Lundane fiction is fiction
which takes place in a known setting. We know that the separate events
are possible and it takes place in the present or the known past. Any-
thiny outside those boundaries is fantasy fiction.

LeCraw: The founder of the Albuquerque Science Fiction Society, Roy
Tackett, delizhts in what he reads.

?gck?tt: About 90% of the stories that are beins peddled as science
Tiction today are not science fiction. They are pure fantasy.

leCraw: Suzy lciee Charnas, a science fiction writer, has been nomi-
nzted for the John i, Campbell Award for the best first novel.

Charnas: 3vt I think at that time it realy was the kind of exuberent
adolescent literature that was all szbout feelings that we were zoing
to master the world with technolonxy,
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McCraw: Since the appearance of the first story in 1928 that launced
man into the depths of interstellar epace, séience fiction has been .
Zalning in popularity. It started out as gadgetry but now it's growing
up. It studies man's condition in the future.

. . o . ) t
Bryant: Really a high proportion of science fiction is genera}ly a lo
casier reading than the backs of cereal boxes, What I would like to be-
lieve at least is that a high proportion of science fiction deals with
alternatives,

LeCrawe: Still bad science fiction is being written.

Vardeman: Sturgeon's Law states that 90% of everything is crap and
elght-nine year olds really love to see monsters, like to see Tokyo @e-
stroyed by Godzilla and Mothra. In my mind, yes, it is sclence fiction,
No, it's not sood science T cthion,:

Charnas: The reason there has been so much garbaze written in science
fiction, I think, is because up until recently it was written by nen
for men and this meant that it was kind of an adolescent ghetto which
did not have to take account of about half the population of the worlq,
or more than half, or of matters which these people chose not to attain
to which includes human relations of all kinds. This hes changed re-

cently, thank goodness, and people are writing science fiction for
adults now,

Eggggﬂ: Tomorrow, a look at writers of science fiction and their pre-
dictions,

Ik

lMeCraws The year: 1870, The man: Jules Verne. He saw a world of sub-
marines, atomic power, television and periscopes. Was he a man of vi-
§lon, a dreamer or = 700d suesser. The year: 1945, two months before
the detonation of the atom bomb, The man: Cleve Cartmill. He accurate-
ly deseribed the atom bomb, its detonation and some of the after effects.
The F.B.I. was slightly upset. If they had been reading science fic-
tion they would have known that it had been predicted years earlier.

Was Caftmill a prophet or a zood suesser? Sclence fiction writers for
years have been Zuessinzg at what the future will be like. From the

Past some Pretlty startling zucsses have.:come true. There have been
studies of these bpredictlons. Jack Speer i a reader from the 1920s3s

SPeer: Its just strikinz how hany wronz predictions there are. About
the only prediction that the writers had a fairly good percentage on was
When In the course of g story they would refer to the fact that there
Was no war 70ing on that America was involved in.

YoCraw: Of course most of the readers of science fiction realize that
Writers are not necessarily prophets. Roy Tackett, founder of the Al-
buguerque Science Fiction Society, formulated an Interesting theory:

Tacketts You take a million monkeys and put them at a million type-
writers and it's s=21g they'll write Shakespearc's plays. It's the same
With selence fiction writers as prophets. You takec 5000 science fic-
tlon writers making 5000 predictionsg - one of them 1s goingz to hit.
Let's take the putomobile as an cxample, a good science fiction writer
could take the invention of the automobile and predict super highways
and traffic jams, T den't think he would have Predicted drive-in
heaters or hecking in the back seat,

m: Out of all these thousands of bredictions, some have come true,
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Tackett: FWEdward Bellany in Lookins Backward predicted Imzak, for hea-
ven's sake, and we have that in strectcars and busses even., But in a
zeneral line rader and atomic power wera Eredl ctied In iscketied  fiectiion
years before they came about. Science fiction in those days was writ-
ten by scientists who kept up with things and they knew what was comins,

licCraw: Scicnce fiction writer Bob Vardeman:

Vardemsn: Hugo Gernsback was one of the most prolific of thc prophet-
CEME, 50 to.gpealty  He accuratelss Predicted radar, vending machines,
world wide televised opcra and sports casts - things like this - back
in 1911. Perhaps onc of his precdictions that hasn't yet come trues, but
is forseeable, is 3-D color television.,

Specer: iihen they start bredicting social conditions, when they start
predicting many other ficlds, they are wrong 999 times for every time
That they are Il

Tackett: Kipling foresaw a great future in air travel only he foresaw
1t with the dirizible instead of the airplanc. He classified the air-
Plane as a rich man's toy. Well, of course, it turned out to be the
other way around.

Thereds ‘aibook, snatas very zood book, called Loakinz
Forward from the Year 1900 and it has all kinds of predictions of what

things arc =zoing To be 1ike in the 20th Century and very few of thosec
came truc,

«++0nc thing that nobody foresaw, for cxample, was solid state
electronics, There was a story by, I beliecve, Murray Leinstcr#* concern-
ing a radio broadcast from the moon to Farth in which, buildinz on the
vVacuun tubhe concept, the transmitter was about the sizc of the Enpire
State Building in order to have cnouzh power to zct back to Farth,
t¥¥Actually, it was Hanly Wade Wellman. 32

Speer: When the atonic bomb cane out readers of science fiction gener-
ally sreeted it with disnay. Therc had been a few writcrs who would
write storics like Tho Weapon Too Dreadful To Use who Predlcied, thot
when the ultimate weapon cane out it would result in BEaEEInE AL I
think nost of us were so hardened to catastrophes, because that's what
manhy stories werc written about, that we believed that thc atomic bomb
was zoing to be used in war and would result in the cnd of modern civi-
lizationi, Bg far we've bean proved wrong on that and this has been a
furprise to us becausc when 2 Poll was taken shortly after the bonb was
dropped on Hiroshimn, I belicve nost rcaders of scicnce fiction pre-
dicted that it would bo used, that it would bec Tenerally accessible to
Other nations, and would be uscd within 10 years at the most.

McCraw: Blg name scicnce fiction writers themselves realize their
fa}libility. One writer, Harry Harrison, tclls about a special enzine
drive in his book Star Snashers of the GalaxXy Rancers. His rocket is

bowered by green cheesce Wo one tokes hin seriously but therc is always
the Possibllity that it Just could.

TEL

chran What does the future holgd for us? If science fiction writers
Aave Thelr way we will be living in an aze of tachyon enzines, matter-
anti-matter snace drives, time travel, interaalactic travel, Tenetic
enzineering and nmatter transmission, In the Past science iiction writers
do not have a %o0d track record in predicting. Thinzs probably haven't
changed that much, A hizhly popular television Progran, STAR TREK,
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was full of nredictions of what the future will be li%e, There were
Phacer zuns,*space wards and dczens of aliens, sone friendly, sore dise
tinctly unfriendly. Scicnce fiction enthusiasts look ot pPredictions
for the future,

Taclketts At present there scens to be two schools of thouzht. One,
with which I do not necessarily acree although I'm afraild it mizht conme
true 1f we're not coreful, says that all the curves point down ~nd we
are hended for disaster - and not too far away.

licCraws: Complete destruction?

Inckett: Complete destruction. e are xoinz to eliininate man on Farth,
elther throush atomic warfare or throush stupidity.,

The other school
Sayg, no, not if we're careful, not if we use our technology wisely.
e are bredicting a continued expansion, we are predictinzg man in
SPACCea e

Vardeman: Really the current modern day predictions seem to be cominz
out of the research laboratories rather than the science fictioneers
7ind. Freeman Dyson has come up with one of the most collasal ideas I
have ever heard. He is looking at the possibility of conpletely enclos-
ing a sun to get every sinzle ery of enersy from that son. It's called
a Dyson Sphere.

Speer: Really serious bPredicting now is being done not so much by
Sclence flctlon writers as by the writers who call themselves "futurists,"

McCraw: The 1list of predictions of what the future of Iarth will be
like zrows loncer each day.

Vardeman: I believe scilence flction predictions that deal nore with
goclety and hunan belngs are probably of more interest at the nonment.
Heology stories in science fictlion are old hat. Things like this were
beiny done, and done well, back in the mid-fifties, They'd been men-
tloned in the early forties. Other possibilities rizht now are persona
transplants: the taking of one person's nind, his essence, his soul, if
you want to call it that, and transplanting it into another person's
body. Genetic nanipulation, genetic choosing of certain traits is a
possibility now with the development of the laser beanm,

Tacketts There are such thinzs as matter transmitters, which I find 1is
~ faseinating concept, where you put something in a transmitter here =--
1f you have a packaze to send to New York City, for example, you put it
into a transmitter in Albuguerque, it is converted into enersy, trans-
nitted to New York City and rcconverted back into matter. And the fas-
cinating thing about it 1s that you can nake a tape recording of it so
that if it gets lost you just play it back...This is interesting - you
can earry it on through with bPeople - you can imazine what would happen
if you make a tape recording and Play it back and have a whole bunch of
the same individual running around all over the Place. This could lead
to all kinds of coaplications - and has in various storles,

McCraw: But predicting gadgetry is not all of what sclence fiction is
doinz today, Suzy lMcKee Charnas, a writer, has found that SF has passed
out of the gadzetry stasze,

Charnas: Amain, I think if you want predictions of the future by and
larze you go back to LIFE nagnzine and start reading the artinles about
what people think is molng to hopuen in snjeonce in thoe next 50 to 100
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: vears., I think when you start reading science fiction as it's now being
written it isn't zoinzg to tell you nuch about the real future., It's
telling you a lot about what people today hope and fear about the fu-
ture.

MicCraws:s Out of all the predictions and stories the one thinz the wri-
ters could not see was the direction of the U.,S., space program. No
one thought the U,S. would reach the noon and then quit. The reason
the manned space program is at a standstill: :

Inckett: Because there were too many complaints about all that noney
beinz wasted on throwing rockets to the moon ~ it could have been used,
they said, to feed the poor people. Nobody thought that money was be-
ing put into circulation - we didn't shoot the noney to the rnoon - we
but it into circulation by ziving people jobs ~nd things like that.

But all thesec people say, "Look, rive the noney out here to us. We
need it, And besides, we vote., Spaceships don't vote,"

HeCraw: Now the writers fay that a space effort will come from Europe
or froa a combined world JOnEQ AR S
v

McCraw: Inpossible! Never! Highly unlikely!. In view of present know-
ledze it cannot happen! These are the words scientists usually use to
describe the dreams of science fiction writers., Scientists, on the
whole, are zencrally skeptical. Most scientists tend to lcok down at
sclence fiction writers. Of course there are some scientists who
iisten. Like Carl Sagan, world renowned astronener who talks about the
Mare Viking probe that is zearcd to detect Rorhgseor [1ife-that arei based
on carbon., But what happens if life is silicon-based like a rock?
Well, Sazan says, thec Mars probe is equipped with a television canera
Just in case life there is silicon,
. Most sclentists won't even go that
tars. They prcfer to believe that silicon life is inpossible in light
of present day knowlcdgze,

2 Scilence fiction writers for yecars have been
telking about anti-natter. Now scientists recoznize its existence., The

lajer problem is how to control natter and anti-natter so it could be
used in an enzine,

Ke?abor: I think our best bet on that would be to find sonewherec in the
universe - we'rec way ahead in tinme now - but to find somewhere in the
universe where, in fact, we have a lot of anti-matter present, where
antl-rpatter is the standard forn and natter is the one @ 1S R0

found there and to sorchow attract or capture it nagnetically,

dcCraw: Is it possible to nake a natter-antinatter space engine?

Peterson: Well, with present technology, I'd say it would be very dif-
flOU+t. Host of the anti-natter we know about is created in a bean of
barticles from onc of these larze cyclotrons. There you get a few sub-
atonlc particles out of a large machine weighing hundreds of tons and
you'd never get soricthing like that snalil cnouzh in size so that you
could put it in a spacecraft or soncthing to nake an engine,

McCraw:i About nan achiceving interstellar space travel that lasts only
a year instead of thousands of years, Dr Pcterson, an astrononer at
U.N.M, zave this a thuabs down simnal, :

Pote;iinz Accordinz to present laws of bPhysics it doesn't seen too
possible,

|4



McCraw: What do you think?

Peterson: Oh, I don't know. I don't see any real definite evidence
for it now but it is possible that if you pursue thinzs like the the-
ories of the universe until the univers bezins to collapse back on it-
self you might find situations where travel vaster than the speed of
egierepuld e jessibile,

licCraw: With present knowledze it is impractical for man to ~o to the
distant stars. 3But if he wanted to go

Peterson: Well, then you'd have to get off into science fiction type
thinzs 1like if you travel faster than the specd of light or comparable
to the speed of lisght, you have a dialation of time where the fast mo-
Ying individual doesn't age as rapidly as somecone who ig left back at
home .

HeCraws Science fiction writers are always lookinz for shortcuts
Fhrou@h space so their characters won't spend a hundred thousand years
in a rocket, Physicists and astroncmers, too, are looking for a place
where space is curved and they may have found it,

Teterseon: ~Fherc: s n very slizht warp in space around the sun.
HcCraw: Dr Lois Kcfabor is a Physicist at the University of New Mexico,

Kefabor: For the scientist a space war is a property of the space it-
self, a curvature of the space itself and its not a nachine or some-
thln@ that you could put inside a Shipe #8067 1T “frot s etk Lo utilizing &
Ep§c§ warp it would not have to do with the way you would build a ship
out n?ve to do with zettinz the ship to that place in space where the
curvavture occurs and then you are ¢imply traveling in a curved space.

M%Craw: _Tine fascinates both writers and scientists. Writers talk
about zoing back in time and astronomers talk sbout looking back in time
with huze telescopes,

wolan: When we look out with our huze telescopes toward the edszse of the
uilvers - for example we Nentioned the Andromeds Galaxy - true, we don't
have nuch det=il when we make that view but when we look there we are
§ee3ng 1light that left two million years ago. So, essentially, we've
;2gxedqba§k.t What ye arec seeilns is what existed there two million years
;ﬁd'fa;gh n that sense we can look back in time and as we go farther
fafchr nﬁg 2Et+:oward the edze of our univers, as our telescope sees
ke rqdi; d iar?“er away, we see the strange objects, such as quasars
Lol ;eorq°f~§Xlei’ thingzs that'were very mnuch in the present many,

o) J8%ES ago. You know there's only the present; the past is forever
Ione and the future is not yet here.

It - 5 " .
uggg&g. lMaybe somecone will invent a camera that can look back at man's

Past here on Farth Scienc 1 i i
=arti. oclence fiction writers have alreadyv done i Now
1t's up to the scientists, 4 SEdin

Kefabor: A lot of the naj i 1
=== 80T ¢ ¥ ajor discoveries came out of one old guy sitting
over there doing sonething that seencd totally unrelated to a;yone elsef

v

fan: May you live ong and 31 :
B S & bPrespar s s on formal aor A
Vulecans on the television show, STAR TREK. Sl e T
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McCraw: What sets o scicnce fiction fan apart from all other fans?
Slaten: Antennce.

lan: There are opera buffs who are as nad about opera a&s science fic-
Tion fans are about science fiction.

Mans Fandom lets your imagination loose, lets it roam wherever it nay.
Fans really aren't different than mundane people. We're not, you know,
Je're hunan beings like everyone clse only we carry our differences on
the outside,

lan: What is a fan? How can I list the ways?

lon: Make » distinction between fans and sciecnce fiction readers.
Science fiction readers are people who simply like to read science fic-
tion and it's something they can take or leave, but science fiction
fans tend to take science fiction as a way of life. God knows why, I
never took abnormal psychology.

Ou

lMcCraw: Science fiction readers number in the hundreds of thousands.
Of these there arc a few thousands who are S@renach Tiction” fansw  Randon
ls a subculture composed of peonle who talk their own languaze., Fandon
1s a collection of people who like to come together and talk about sci-
ence fiction. Fans are also habitual convention ZOoers.,

Slaten: Fans tend to talk about fandom which is the whole incrowd of
odd people who get together to talk about each other and their fanzines
winlch are mazazines they put out to talk about one another and the
things that they do in the context cof thenselves and usually they're
pPretty weird in that they got into it from reading science fiction in
the first place although rany of them don't unless you deternine that
fanzines in and of themselves are scicnce faetionaand ,. / for thatimabtons
1L think that fans arec bPretty much science fiction,

Mgn: People who discuss science fiction at conventions are not fans,
They are neo-fans or nonfans,

MeCraws Even Science fiction writers come to conventions to meet their
fans,

Bryant: I"m here Just as nost writers cone to conventions. There is
&n anbivalent love-hate with science fiction readers and fans. Like
nost writers I tend to believe that after I write a piece of fiction
and i1t's sold and published it seens to disappear into some sort of: vac-
uul, There's hardly any feedbrck, critical orotherwise, nnd conven-
tions are one place that UssisEEr S eDies SR I e b8 adniit 1ty to (Ga
and find feedback from the people that read their naterials.

HcCraw: Within science fiction fandom there are several subgroups. One
of the nost popular groups are the "Trekkies" or the Star Trek fans.

-

gﬁgégg: A Trekkie is the bPerjorative tern for sopebody who is a Star
Irek fan, . I Prefer./msing ihie nyself, however, because of the fact that

I consider perjorative sone of the terms that people like to use such
ags M'Stele® fann,

leCraw: I notice you're dressed up in a Star Trek pniforn. \ Is there
any specific reason for this?

Mon: Well, we've got the costune conpefition tonight and I®*m a fan of
$pock. I prefer just to consider nyself a fan of Star Trek. I've zone
into %t a little nore deeply than other people have simply because they
have developed 2 regular history for the show and for the chairacters
which they haven't done on a lot of other shows.
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Wonan: The advantaze of being & Star Trek fan is that you know you're
a weirdo whereas if you think you're just a typical person you delude
yourself,

Wonan: They are, first and foremost, a very dedicated, very loyal
sroup of people to a prograin that has been off the air for a number of
years,

McCraw: One thing science fiction fans avoid are flying saucers.
Rarely do they talk about then.

Vardenon: Yes, flying saucers do 8ive science fiction people a bad
nane because there are so nany fringe fans, nuts, and just flat out
charlatans that clain they've ridden in flying saucers. This is essen-
tially sonmething that was discussed and discarded back in the forties
and these people are living in the past. 1In fac they're also living

in kind of a fantasy world of their very own that no one else will ever
share. I don't know anyone that clains they've ever ridden in a flying
Saucer, I don't know anyone that even clains to have scen ene. They
have seen sonething and they won't even go so far as to say it was a
flying saucecr.

McCraw: The most connon question asked at conventions is, of course,
where do the SF writers zet their ideas? Ed Bryant is a science fic-
tion writer fron Denver,

Bryant: Well, as with rost science fiction writers, I spend fifteen
dollars a nonth subscribing to a newsletter which cores out of Detroit,
iichigan. The truth 1s, for science fiction writers, like any other
forn of writer, ideas come fron all around us. I may very well get an
idea for a story from this interview with KMYR.

McCraw: Fandom is a total experience. It is a chance to be innersed
in science fiction. At conventions there arc panels, discussions,
bovies, huckster tables and lots of peeple,

Thlis has been a glinpse
into the world of sclence fiction,

Slaten: Well, T just wanted to say "Hello" to some friends of nine on
Vega PFive, 00000000,

lcCraw: This is Pat lMcCraw on The.Public Affair.
XXX

"The McCraw tapes" appbeared originally as a sezment of The Public
Affair on The Radio Station, KMYR in Albuquerque.

My thanks to
Pat licCraw and to Zane Blaney, news director of KMYR, for their
Permission to run this in DYNATRON, RT
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VACE TO TET FROST

by
DATNIS BISENTEKS

hy 1s the yeer 2000 such a bore? Ly love-hate affalr with ANALOG
hoe been in the down phase lately. There was Brenda Fearce, whose
characters "snapped" instead of "¢ayinz". There were 2ll those stories
ebout space projects and the politicking needed to put them over. Joe
Sreen's new novel is but the latest in 2 lonz series. ILet's face it,
senators, tycoons, and scientist-politicians just Haven't Got It. If
they were what I wanted, I'd be readinz Alan Drury instead.

] : Don't we
read science fiction because we want to be taken someplace elce?
Characters alone don't always make a story (and the abovementioned
don't make 1t, period) ~ it needs a landscape, too., D.ne, Misslicn of
Gravity, The City and the Stars, The Left Hand of Darkness: these have

—r— o — -

the right blend for me. So do many of the works of ook Vance,

Few of
them will be classed amons the "significant" works of SF., Some are
outright fluff. I could almost say formula, but I should not use the
word of o craftsmanship that has turned out sco many interestingly dif-
ferent worlds, Yes, I am a sucker for exoticism, and no one serves it
up better than Vance,

It's all in the eye of the beholcder, you say?
So it 1s, I remember quite well the paredies of Gernsbackian SF, tak-
inz us throush s citizen's day in late 20th ceatury America with all
1ts wonders. Thrillers (James Bond et al.) serve up plenty of exoti-
clsm, with settinzs in the Jear, Middle, and Far Zast where, as is
Wwell known, ordinary people lead ordinary lives; dew York and London
are exotie to them. (3y the way, where has the Near Fast disappeared
to? Hobody spesks of it any more.) ihy do I shun them, finding the
exotlicism fglge--in spirit if not detail?
liaybe because it asks to be

If it says theat 3lamor may be found in Banskok and Timbuktu
but not in P oria or Walla Walla, it lies. It is meretricious, flashy
stuff (and so is some SF). But I know perfectly well I can't buy a
ticket to Trullion or lMarune or any other world of the ilastor cluster.
So I'm perfectly happy in believinzg all that vance tells about them.

believed, £ 3

o o

I Wanped to review a couple of the recent novels. Showboat World
(Pyramid, §1.25 - with a totally irrelevant cover desinsn) can mOSE
truly be called fluff, a picaresque tale where nothins more is at stake
than the Hrtunes of & couple of cozening showmen, of their hirelings
20d, as 1t turns out, of a petty kinzdom. Sufferinz and perplexity are
carefully banished from the tale (as they are not from The Drason lMas-
ters or The Tast Castle)--that 1s, those who suffer and die do so in =
few tloodless words and are not rezretted by the reader.

The setting is
Fhe Same Blg Planet known from an earlier novel, which I read far too
~oN% a%0. By the way, I have my doubts about Vance's metal-poor worlds.
They may lack concentrated ores, sources of enerzy and ths kuowledge to
SXtract metals, but they will have aluminum and magnesiun (what do you
think rock is made of?) and enough copper, zine, Iroll,4loditie, ete,; 'to

meet the body's nutrition needs, Jow there is a science almost totally
neglected by SF!? I
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A reglon of the planet is famous for its colorful showbgats, witl
names like the lMelodious Hour, Miraldra's Enchantment, the Flreg}ass
Prism, and the Two Varminies, and their no less individual proprietors.,
One of them, Apollon Zamp...oh well, he engages in some underhanded
nastiness with a rival, has his ups and downs and, having made an al-
liance with a colleague, ends the adventure profitably.

It's the way
Vance writes that interests me, He invents the most charming names
for people, places, and things. I liked (from another book) the.Flve
Demon Princes: Attel Malagate (the Woe), Howard Alsn Treesong, Viole
Falushe, Kokor Hekkus, and Lens Larque. (A tribute to Doc Sm;th S Tule
last? Other names here and there contain jokes.)  This namelng_is by
itself a talent: interestinzs how mome of the names, like the Twdé Var-
minies, suzgest undescribed secrets of a culture.
g Vance pays very
careful attention to staging (a fit term here). The books are full of
descriptions of landscapes, buildings, costumes, sounds and odors.
Above all there are the customs and taboos of his locales. - If these
are hokum, they are good hokum, Ti Trullion: Alastor 22§§ 1ol et
the pages devoted to the game of hussadc as Wwell as anything in the
book, The latter part of The TFalace of Love was maybe too rich in
description...there, too, Kirth Gersen dithered quite badlys not at
all typical for a Vance hero,

His heroes have energy and determination:
needful, of course, in adventure fiction--but there's a style to this.
Vance's prose helps. Zver notice how often he omits aud?. - "He bent
selzed the seedlinz, pulled it from the ol S SonGise ST, cast Lt asiden:y
(SPar Kinm, last page.). Not all are from the same mold. Some are
rogues who look out for Number One; others fight enemies whose removal
wlll be a boon to the world at large., But there is a likeness in
§tyle. They are almost unfailingly polite, especially when saying
no, or trying to diddle the opposition, or asserting their power over
any eneny,

This is typical: Zamp has captured a robberbaron and his
retinue and is putting them to work turning a capstan.,
"'"Must we toil
like animals?' shouted Baron Banoury, at last overwrought. 'Have you
no gallantry. These ladies know nothing of such exercise!'’

NETS RS
slmple enouszh,' said Zamp, 'One thrusts at the bar with all his wecizht
until the bar moves; then he or she steps forward to repeat the act,

In almost no time you will learn the skills.'"
: The hero of Marune:
Ballantine, 1,50, with a good illustrative cover), a vic-
amnesia, finds he is one of the ruling caste in one of
es and returns to try to discover the usurpers and
eSs In a word, he succeeds. I find that I really
say on that. What I said Vance describes well. The
book does not Dark any change in the writer; it will not change the
reader. Yet I would rate 1t higher than the other. It has genuine
characterization. The hero (like others in Vance's books) knows per-
Plexity., He succeeds, as I sald, but he 1s no longer the same. He has
known other worlds, other societies with other customs "than his own.
The traditional ways are no longer enough,
S0-~- "-o-WhELt shall we do?"
"I don't Xnow,"
"I don't know either,"
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I like that. It could become a cliche or convention--but here it
1s more convincing than any "happy endiaz." Others of Vance's books
ended sinilarly: The Dragon Masters, for one. Or The Dyinz Zarth, in
which the perplexity was ningled with great wonder at the vision of
clvilizations rising and falling through countless millenia,

What next?
Vence is a good entertainer, But can we class him among the writers

who have developed, not merely improved? I think he could give us a
work of the length, scope, and impact of Dune--his three-parters have
not been on that level and have no cumulative impact.

Give us a blz winner--ch?
DAINIS BISENIEKS
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